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COLLECTIBLES
Château de Beaucastel Châteauneuf-du-Pape 2006 
95 points / $120 / 7,500 cases imported 
Powerful, with a round, almost creamy core of blackberry and raspberry fruit all layered with cocoa, sweet toast, mesquite and fig paste. Long and rich through the finish. Still quite primal, with lots in reserve. 
—James Molesworth 
 
Why Collect This Wine?
At 95 points, the Beaucastel 2006 was one of the highest scoring Châteauneuf-du-Papes of the vintage. This bottling has a record of consistency and quality: the Beaucastel Châteauneuf-du-Pape has scored in the outstanding to classic range on Wine Spectator's 100-point scale since 1998 (save for the 2002 when the wine was not produced) and it has been included in Wine Spectator's annual Top 100 roundup four separate times, achieving Wine of the Year status in 1991 for the 1989 vintage. 
 
WineSpectator.com members: Add this wine to your Personal Wine List/My Cellar


	This issue is sponsored by:

	


	Send for Two Free Trial Issues of Wine Spectator magazine. Reading Wine Spectator will ensure your next wine buying experience is an absolute pleasure. Wine Spectator's experts review wines from all over the world, in every price range. Over 500 new wines are rated in every issue! Buy your next bottle with confidence.
 
No Risk. No Obligation. Send for your 2 trial issues today. 
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What's In Your Cellar?
LEE KUHN 

Like many collectors, business consultant Lee Kuhn started out small. A few bottles of Chateau St. Jean Cabernet Sauvignon Sonoma County Cinq Cépages 1996 led to a 60-bottle under counter unit, which in turn gave way to a 500-bottle free-standing wine cooler. When he moved to a house in Naperville, Ill., a suburb of Chicago, Kuhn saw an opportunity to expand. Earlier this year, he finished converting a room in the basement into a 970-bottle insulated wine cellar. His original intent was to simply put in some racks and a refrigeration unit, but inspiration took hold. With the help of his father-in-law ("I'm the unskilled laborer," Kuhn says), he installed stone columns, plank-wood flooring, and a barrel-vault ceiling. 
 
Collection size: 500 bottles 
Cellar capacity: 970 bottles
Collection composition: 40 percent California Cabernet, 15 percent Syrah, 10 percent Zinfandel and the rest, some Pinot Noir and Bordeaux
Most Recent Purchase: 2006 Shafer Cabernet Sauvignon Stags Leap District One Point Five
Wine he has enjoyed recently: 2005 Novy Grenache Bennett Valley Judge Family Vineyard
Cellar temperature: 56 degrees
Cooling system: Breezaire
Do you have a cellar you would like to share with us? Send us photos and information at newsletters@mshanken.com. 
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What We're Drinking Now
A Red Bordeaux to Rival the First-Growths 

At a dinner in London, senior editor James Suckling tasted the 1982 Château Léoville Las Cases from a double magnum. Reporting back, he called the wine "the first great vintage of Las Cases in our lifetime." Check out his full description of the evening (which also included a 1982 Sassicaia) from his latest dispatch in our new feature, "What We're Drinking Now." 



